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Introduction

All praise be rendered to Allah, peace be upon His Messengers and
their latest Messenger, Muhammad, his family and Companions and
their followed them devotedly till the Day of Judgement. I-introduce
this book an Introduction to Islam and an Entrance to define it to him-
self is not aware of it or his awareness is either has a defect of short-
coming or distortion. It is indeed a remembrance and emphasis to him
who does not know it. Remembrance is useful to the believers. Such a
definition to its essential Subsistence general Characteristics, Principel
objectives, and infallible sources togtber with the elaboration of the
need to religion generally and to Islam particularily.

With this definition, the chapter comprised in the book are speci-
fied as follows:

Chater One: Concerning the actual need to Religion, the actual
need to mind, Soul and nature in the individual, and the need of the
Society to factors and norms.

Chapter Two: Subsistence of Islam, in faith, worship, morals and
Legislation.

Chapter Three: It is concerning the characteristics of Islam in the
Scope of Divining, humanity comprehensiveness moderation, and the
combination of steadfastness and flexibility

Chapter Four: Concerning the objectives of Islam in respect of
constructing the Righteous man, Righteous family, Righteous Society,
Righteous nation, Righteous state, and the Call for the Prosperity of
humanity.

Chapter Five: In the sources of Islam, The Qur'an and the sunnah.
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I benefited from that which I have already written in my other
books, such as, faith and life, worship in Islam, the general character-
istics of Islam. The Divine Reference to the Qur'an and the Sunnah.
and so on.

Whoever wants more details in the Chapters I have written may re-

fer to there books.

[ hope that what I have written will be sufficient for the contempo-
rary Muslims to understand the major facts in connection of Islam. I
also hope that nourishment of Islamic calture necessary for the Mus-
lim man in our age in order to recognize the essence of his religion,
free from divisions, consolidation, liquidation and distortions free
from the misconstruction of the exorbitante, and the interpretation the

ignorant.

It is possible that a non-Muslim who is interested in getting some
knowledge about Islam, be given a truthful picture concerning the fun-
damental pillers of religions which God revealed with it the latest
Books, together with the latest Messenger as a Mercy to the universe.

and an evidence for humanity:.

My success in that rests only with Allah, and in Him [ have put my
trust and to Him 1 return".

Date
Rajab 1416
December 1995 Ad.
The Author
Yusuf Al-Qaradawi
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Chapter One

The Need For Religion

1. The Meaning of Religion.

2. The Mind need, an Inborn Human need,
The psychological need.

3. The Social Need for Moral Motives and
Controls.

4. No Existing Substitute for Religion.
5. Is Religion the Opiom of the people?



The Meaning of Religion

Before we discuss the need for religion in general and for Islam in
particular, it is important to define religion. Briefly we quote the de-
fintion given by Dr. Muhammad Abdullah Diraaz which is found in
his valuable book, Religion (Al-Din) and which includes all sorts of

religion, divine, pagan, sound or otherwise:

(Religion, is the belief in the existence of a being (or beings) that 1s
supreme and unseen, that has perception and volition, and that manag-
es and controls matters which concern humankind. This kind of belief
induces man to call that Supreme Being in awe and love, subjection
and veneration. In brief, it is belief in a Divine Being worthy of obedi-
ence and worship. This description pertains more to the psychological
sense of religion. In rather external sense, religion is the total body of
theoretical laws that identify the traits and attributes of a divine power,
and the total body of practical rules that specify the way to worship
that Divine being).

This definition deals with religion as such even if based on pol-
ytheism or paganism because the Qur'an calls it religion. "For you
your belief, but I have my Religion" (109: 6); "And whoever seeks a
religion other than Islam (submission to GOD) never shall it be ac-
cepted of him.." (3:85).

Muslim scholars define religion to be state of divine origin leading
sound - minded people, by their own choice, to what is good for them
in this life and the Hereafter.

The Unity of Revealed Religions:

Scholars classify religions into two categories: revealed and pagan,

(1) (Al-Din) Page 52 published by Daar Al-Qalam Kuwait,
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Divine or revealed religions are based on books revealed by Allah to
enlighten and guide humankind. The divine religions are Judaism,
whose holy book, the Torah (At-Tawraah) was revealed to His Mes-
senger (‘alaihi salaam)' !, Christianity. whose holy book, the Gospel
(Al-Injil), was revealed to His Messenger Jesus (‘alaihi salaam) ; and
Islam, whose holy book, the Qur'an was revealed to the last of the
Messengers and prophets, (‘alaihi As-Salat wa as-salam)(z).

Nevertheless, Islam is distinguished from other revealed religions
by the fact that AHah preserves the Book of Islam (the Qur'an), its oth-
er foundational sources (Sunna and Hadith) because they are the last
Messages of guidance from Allah to humankind. Because of this, the
foundational sources of Islam have remained intact and unblemished
by human intervention. The foundational sources of other religions, as
well as their Holy Books were not preserved by Allah and thus were
altered, changed or lost.

Pagan or man-made religions are earthly, not divine. They are at-
tributed to humans, not Allah, and include Buddhism in China and Ja-
pan, Hinduism in India, Magianism ancient Persia, and others in Asia
and Africa. These were either used to have books which were ulti-
mately lost, as in the case of Magianism or were established by man,
as in the case of Buddhism.

In respect to their doctrinal origins the revealed religions are essen-
tially one. They are different, though, in respect to their laws due to
the different ages in which they were revealed. This is asserted by the
Qur'aan "He has ordained for you the Rligion which He commanded
to Noah, and that We have revealed to you and that which We com-

(1) Peace be upon him.
(2) Blessings and peace be upon him.



manded to Abraham and Moses, and Jesus: "Establish the Religion
and be not divided therein" (42: 13)(1).

"We have prescribed the Law and a way of life for each of you"
(5:48). The Qur'an also states that Islam is the one religion for which
Allah sent all His Messengers and revealed all His books. "Indeed!
The only Religion with GOD is Islam (3:19). According to the Qur'an
all the Messengers of Allah were Muslims and advocated Islam,

"Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian but he was truly Muslim".
(3:67)

"And this was the advice of Abraham to his sons and of Jacob, "O
my sons GOD has ordained the Religion for you so hold fast to the
Religion of Islam until death comes to you™ (2:132).

Moses (alaihi as-sa 1dm) said to his people: "O my people. if you
believe in GOD, then put your trust in Him, if you are Muslims"
(10:84). The disciples of Jesus (alaihi as-salaam) said we are helpers
in the cause of GOD we believe in GOD and bear witness that we are
Muslims" (3:52).

The last Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (peace and blessings be
upon him) was also commissioned to advocate Islam. By this he con-
firmed the genuine truths of religion and rules of conduct which sur-
vived alteration in the previous Scripture. The Qur'an aiso corrects and
takes precedence over the Scriptures before it. It thus completes and
perfects the goodly system of conduct that the previous messengers of
Allah came with and called for, now that humanity has outgrown its
early stages and matured, so to speak. In this context we read the

Qur'anic address to the Messenger Muhammad "And We have re-

(1) Here and elsewhere in the Qur'an "We'" refers to Allah.



vealed to you (peace and blessings be upon him) the Book (Qur'an) in
Truth, confirming what has remained intact from the Scripture before
it, and the determiner of it, So rule between them according to what
GOD has revealed, and do not follow their vain desires by turning
aside from the Truth that has come to you'' (5:48).

The Human Need for Religion:

The human need for religion in general and Islam in particular has
to do with the very essence of life, the purpose of existence and the
core of mankind. It is therefore an essential human need. We will here
try to be brief and avoid oversimplification as we explain the state-
ment that the human need for religion is essential.

The Mind Craves Knowledge of the Essential Facts of
Existence.

The human need of a creed primarily derives from man's need to
know himself and the universe around him. The need to find answers
has always occupied the concern of human philosophies without
reaching definitive solutions. Since their creation, people have had the
nagging questions "From where?", "To where?" and why?",

They are sometimes distracted by the demands of daily life, but
they one day return to these eternal questions.

I.Man wonders: from where did [ and this immeasurable universe
come? Did I come into existence on my own or is there a creator
who brought me to existence? Who is he? How am ] related to
him? And what about this vast world - land and sky, animal, vege-
table, and mineral - and the planets and stars, did they come into
existence on their own or is there sovereign creator?



2.What is after this life? What is after death? Where do we go after the
short journey on this Planet Earth? does the story of life from birth
to death have nothing beyond that? Do the virtuous who sacrifice
their lives for good and truth meet the same end as the wicked and
villainous who sacrifice others for their own desires and pleasure?
Does life culminate only in death? Or is there some other life after

death in which the virtuous are rewarded and the villainous pu-
nished?

3. And why was mankind brought into existence? Why were people
endowed with mind and volition which distinguish them from all
animals? Why does everything in heaven and on earth seem to be
in his service? Is there a purpose to his existence? Does he have a
mission in life? Or was he brought into existence only to eat as ani-
mals do and then expire as animals do? If there is a purpose to ex-
istence, what is it? How can this purpose be realized?

These questions have haunted man in every age and demand an-
swers that satisfy the intellect and soothe the heart. Such answers are
only found in religion, and in a pure religious belief. It is religion
which first teaches man that he came into existence neither by chance
nor on his own but he was created by a great Creator Who is his God,
That God made man, fashioned him perfectly, gave him due propor-
tion, breathed soul into him, endowed him with hearing, eyesight,
mind and heart, and granted him all sorts of blessings starting as an
embryo in a mother's Womb. "Did We not create you from a despised
liquid?

"Then We placed it in a safe lodging firmly established;"

"for an appointed term for We determine, so We are the best to de-
termine'. (77:20-23)



This vast universe is not alien or hostile. Like mankind, it is a crea-
tion of Allah which does not continue haphazardly or aimlessly but
rather according to precise calculation and divine control. It is a grant
from Allah to mankind to enjoy its many blessings and reflect upon
the divine Signs which verify its Creator. "Surely in the creation of the
heavens and the earth and in the disparity of the night and day, there

are Signs for those who possess minds (3:190).

"The One Who creates in due proportion and harmoniously, The
One who determines and guides' (87:2-3).

Fortified with this faith, man can relate himselif to the whole of ex-
istence and the God of existence, Allah, and thus can make secure
communion with othes and with life, without apprehension of the sur-

rounding people and things.

It is religion which tells man what comes after life and death. It
tells man that death is not a Cessation of life or nonexistence but rath-
er a transformation into another stage of life, followed by still another
in which every self is judged for what it did. In this eternal stage of
life, nothing is lost to 2 man or a woman, and no one can escape with
whatever might or power was possessed on Earth. "on that Day man-
kind shall issue in scatterings to see their deeds; And whoever has
done an atom's weight of good shall see it; And whoever has done an
atom's weight of evil shall see it". (99:6-8) If man believes in this he
will ultimately live with his heart focused on eternity, Knowing that
he has been created for eternity and that death is only a move from
one abode to another.

It 1s religion which tells man for what he was created and why was
preferred over other creations. It enlightens man as to the purpose of

his existence and his mission in life: he was not created without rea-
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son, and he will not be left without judgment. Man was created to be,
in a special sense, Allah's vicegerent on Earth, to inhabit it as Allah
ordained and to make it yield what Allah likes it to yield. to discover
what is in it and eat whatever good food it can give him. An individu-
al, however, must not trespass the rights of fellow humans nor neglect
what is due to Allah, his Lord. The first right of Allah is to be wor-
shipped Alone and in the way He specified and revealed through His
Messenger (Peace and blessing be upon him), who came to guide,
teach, forewarn, and promise good to all mankind. Thus, if an individ-
ual fulfills his mission in this life which is marked by testing and com-
missioning, he will find reward in the Hereafter, "The Day every soul

will find itself in the presence of the good it has done' (3:30)

This way man realizes the reason for his existence and recognizes
his mission in life. It is only the Creator of mankind and the universe
and the Giver of life Who can reveal these truths to man.

A person who lives without religion - belief in Allah and the Here-
after is ultimately deprived and wretched. He views himself as essen-
tially an animal which cannot be distinguished from other animals that
inhabit the Earth and which live, indulge in the pleasures of life and
die, without realizing the purpose of their existence or a reason for
their creation. Such a person is a negligible, minor being and apparent-
ly of no value who was brought to life but does not know how or by
whom he was brought into existence. He lives but does not know for
what, dies and Knows not why or what is after death. He is all uncer-
tain or rather all blind as to matters of life, death, origin and destina-
tion. Allah describes such people "But they have no knowledge in the
Hereafter, indeed they are in doubt about it, indeed they are blind to
it" (27:66).



A life governed by uncertainty and blindness to the essential truths
of existence must be extremely hard. The possession of weaith, earthly
science, and high status in life is not likely to make it any less hard. A
man like Umar Al-Khayyim gives vent to his internal turmoil when he
says in his famous quartets that he, unconsulted, came to life and is to
leave it without knowing why or whereof. Conversely, a man like
Umar ibn Abdul Aziz expresses his peace of mind when he confident-
ly states, ""We were created to be eternal, we Just move from one home
to another".

Man's need for religion primarily derives from his need to know
himself and the essential truths of existence, paramount of which is
the existence, oneness, and perfection of Allah. To know and believe
in Allah is to possess the key to the truths of existence, the purpose
and dstination of human life and the path one must pursue.

The Need for Religion: An Inborn Human Need:

In addition to the intellectual need for religion which we have dis-
cussed, there is an inborn or natural human need for religion (Fitrah)
for man is not only a mind like a computer; in contemporary terms, he
is an integration of mind, soul, heart and emotions. He was fashioned
as such, and as such his nature was molded. Because of his nature,
science, culture, arts, literature, luxuries and pleasures are not enough
to satisfy man nor quench the thirst of his self, it is only the belief in
Aliah which can give security to the self and mind, peace to the soul,
and meaning to the individual.

Muhammad Farid Wajdi quotes from Auguste Sietec (The philoso-
phy of Religions):

(Why am I religious? Whenever I raise the question, a definite an-
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swer presents itself to my mind. I am religious because I cannot be
otherwise; being religious is a moral and organic part of my self. They
tell me this is only the effect of tradition, education, or personal dispo-
sition. T respond: I have told myslf?? this several times and find this
explanation only puts the question off and does not answer it at all)(”.

It is not surprising then to find this belief in all nations, "primitive"
or "civilized" - whatever these terms mean - in all the continents of the
world, ancient and modem, even though the majority of peoples have
strayed from the right path in relation to their belief in Allah. The
Greek historian Plutarch wrote "In history I have found cities without
forts, cities without palaces, cities without schools, but never have 1
found cities without places of worship". The Qur'an considers religion
as faith - the very nature of man: "so set yourself steadfast to the Re-
ligion on True path. The instinctive Religion which GOD has created
in mankinad" (30:30).

Man's Need for psychological Peace and Spiritual
Strength:

There is yet another need for religion which is created by man's
life, hopes, and pains; it is man's need for a mighty and unfailing sup-
porter at times of hardship and crisis. When a person loses something
or someone he loves, fails to achieve something, or is stricken by mis-
fortune, it is the religious faith which can give him support, strength,
hope, condolence and patience.

The belief that Allah is just, merciful, and able to compensate and/
or reward people in the after life gives man psychological peace and

spiritual strength which breathe into him buoyancy of spirit, optimism

(1) Al-Islam fi'Asr Al-Tim by Muhammad Farid Wajdi.
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