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Preface

"Thus, the East cannot keep its treasures for long." This
statement was made by the American writer Robert Jackson
after Imam al-Banna, the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood
Organization, had been assassinated in Egypt in 1949. Jackson
used to say that Hasan al-Banna represented the East’s hope in
achieving victory in its struggle against the English occupants.
Yet, when it was about to achieve this victory, his life was put to
an end 1n an inhumane way.

Jackson also stated that he was absolutely sure that any
national movement that would appear in the East after
Al-Banna's departure, would depend on the criteria and
measures set up by that leading pioneer.

Perhaps Robert Jackson lost hope in Al-Banna's being the
savior of the East from its prolonged suffering because he is
dead. However, Muslims are quite sure that the consequences of
things do not come to an end with the death of those who
establish them; rather, sometimes the real fruits of some
accomplishments do not appear except after the death of those
who install their foundation. Moreover, the criteria and measures
set by Imam al-Banna for regaining the high position of the
Muslim Ummah constitute a well-established reference for
whoever comes after him and seeks to achieve this prospective
and honorable objective.



The Way to the Revival of the Muslim Ummah deals with
the pillars and bases of a complementary project of the revival
of the Muslim Ummah. This project mainly depends on Imam
al-Banna's thinking, as it has been derived from his tracts,
lectures, and lessons. It is true that Imam al-Banna will not
actually see this revival of the Ummah, but he will always
remain the one who implanted the seed of this revival, and his
thoughts and deeds will forever remain as a blessed source of

goodness for different Muslim generations, who seek to come
back to the path of Allah.

Al-Falah feels indebted to Prof. “Abdel Hamid el-Ghazali for
giving it the chance to present this valuable work to our
English-speaking readers. We are also indebted to the Web Site:

http://www prelude.co.uk/mb/banna/index.htm

from which we have quoted some parts of the translation of the
tracts of Imam al-Banna available on it.

Finally, all praise and thanks are due to Allah, without
Whose help and guidance nothing can be accomplished.

AL Falah Director
Muhammad "Abdu



Foreword

This book is a preliminary attempt to become acquainted
with a project dealing with the revival of the Muslim Ummah. It
is only a partial observation of the thoughts of the Martyr Imam,
Hasan al-Banna.

Despite the fact that this attempt aims at presenting a
systematic and comprehensive illustration of the fundamentals
of this project, it is necessary to note from the beginning, that
this extensive image, as observed by the Imam, cannot be
obtained except through the presentation and study of all which
he wrote about or said concerning these issues. He treated this
subject clearly and comprehensively in his tracts, memoirs,
lectures, attitudes, and practices.

This study necessitates a presentation and analysis of the
world during the lifetime of the Imam, including its symbols,
issues, and circumstances. This is necessary in order to define
and unify the terms and concepts connected to the framework
and elements of the project. These elements include the
objectives, means, policies, procedures, call, mechanism,
accomplishment, follow-up, and rectification. It is of primary
importance that this way is followed, to keep up with new issues
and developments, and to remove the obstacles from the way
towards the prospective revival.



Examining some of the tracts of the Imam, especially the
tracts Berween Yesterday and Today, The Fifth Conference, The
Sixth Conference, and Towards the Light, gives a complementary
and clear portrayal of the framework that the Imam prepared as
a means towards the revival. Other tracts include Our Call, To
What Do We Invite Humanity?, and The Muslim Brotherhood
Under the Standard of the Qur'an, which draw the principal
frame of this path. Additionally, the two tracts Are We Practical
People? and Our Problems in the Light of the Islamic System
present the practical model of this project.

The Imam illustrated his ideas in this respect easily and
rhetorically, with shar'i proofs, concentrating on the education
of people, giving preference to the practical side, affirming
gradual processing, and keeping away from the points of
difterence. All these aspects are coupled with deep belief in the
comprehensive nature of Islam regarding all fields of
reformation, until the end of the world. This is because Islam is
an ideology, belief, system, and approach; it is limited to neither
place nor race; it is directed to all nations until the Day of
Resurrection, for it is an order set by the Lord of the worlds and
a method introduced by His Messenger (pbuh).

This book consists of a introduction, three parts, and a
conclusion. The introduction outlines the reasons for this
attempt and the methodology it incorporates. The first part
contains the pillars of the revival; the second part deals with the
basic elements of the call for this project of the revival; and the
third part discusses the construction of the model state according
to the project of the revival. The research is concluded with the
tract The Muslim Brotherhood Under the Standard of the



Qur’an. This conclusion 1s made to clarify and confirm the fact
that the Qur'anic law 1s the best

agg[Our Sibghah (religion) is] the Sibghah (Religion) of
Allah (Islam) and which Sibghah (religion) can be better

than Allah's?..." };;
(Al-Baqgarah: 138)

It also stresses on the fact that the whole world is ir: need of this
Call, and that our contemporary world is preparing and paving
the way for it. Moreover, the conclusion proves s-periority of
the Qur'an-based order with quoted and historical proofs and,
above all, the testimony of the Almighty (Glory bt to Him) in
His words,

qgéAnd We have sent down to you the Book (the Qur'an) as
an exposition of evervthing, a guidance, a mercy, «nd glad
tidings for those who have submitted themselves o Allah
as Muslims). o}:b

(An-Nahl: 89)
And, who 1s truer in statement than Allah!

In this treatise, only direct quotations have beexr taken from
different sources containing the thoughts of Iman al-Banna.
They have been collected and put into a logiced order that
represents the frame and components of this proje:z of revival.
There is only a minimum of comment, aralysis, and
interference, which will only be found in a few paces for the
sake of arrangement, connecting ideas, and compl:menting the
parts of the project. Hence, we hope that this attemjr is coherent
and comprehensive, in order that it may serve as an effective



means towards a deeper understanding of the culture of this
project, as well as its achievement within the Ummah.

May Allah make this work purely for His sake, as He is the
One Who grants Guidance!

*Albdol Hamid ol-Ghagals
Cairo, 1420 AH, 1999 AC
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Why Has This Subject Been Rewritten?

This subject has been rewritten and rediscussed for the
following reasons:

1. Drawing a complemented and coherent picture of Imam
al-Banna's analysis of the project of the revival.

2. Clarifying the aspects of renewal, improvement, and
complementation that the project of the revival requires.

3. Presenting scientific material for researchers who are
concerned with Al-Banna's project.

4. Deepening the concept of the culture of the project in those
who believe in the revival.

These objectives may be discussed as follows.

1. Drawing a complemented and coherent picture
of Imam al-Banna's analysis of the project of the
revival :

Comprehending all aspects of the Call

Time has a great effect on all calls. This Call is no exception.
The most dangerous among the effects of time is the
disappearance of the complementary picture and essential
dimensions of the project in the minds of many of those who
believe in it. This picture has turned into unsystematic and



fragmented parts. This deterioration is further reflected in
contradictory judgments and opinions, which may lead to
disunity among those who work in the field of the revival, unless
this gap is bridged and the picture is completely restored in the
minds of the people concerned. In this connection, Imam
al-Banna said,

"No cne is suitable for this Call except the one who
comprehends all its aspects™.

This comprehension is necessary to achieve success in the
project. Therefore, it should be recognized that this Call
represents the largest bodies that call for the revival, as it
reminds of the moderate approach that is observed throughout
the thoughts of its founder. This in turn necessitates exchanging
consultation and advice by all people who are interested in this
project stems from the religion of Islam. The absence of this kind
of cooperation spells danger, to which Imam al-Banna refers in
one of his rules that he derived from studying the different
movements within the revival. He said,

"The creation of nations, the education of people, the
realization of hopes, and the defense of principles, require
that the nation which tries to achieve this or the group
which is calling for it, has at the very least a mighty
spiritual strength which may be manifested in numerous
ways:

1. a strong will which no weakness can penetrate:

2. a steady loyalty, unassailable by changeability or
treachery;



3. a noble spirit of self sacrifice, unaffected by greed or
avarice;

4. and a knowledge of the principles, having faith in them,
and evaluating them, which protects one from error when
trying to achieve them, and ensures that there is no
deviation, misconception, or betrayal about it.

Upon these basic pillars which are from the characteristics
of the soul, as well as upon this awesome spiritual strength,
elevated principles will be constructed, resurgent nations
will create educated and zealous people, and life will be
renewed in those who have been deprived of it for many
years. People that have lost these four qualities, or at any
rate, whose leaders and invitors of reform have lost them,
are a wretched and frivolous people who can neither come
to any good nor accomplish their hopes. They live in a
world of dreams, idle speculation, and fancies. «%Certainly,
conjecture can be of no avail against the truth.% (Yunus:
36) This is the law of Allah and His sunnah (norm) in terms
of His creation; you will find no alteration in Allah's
sunnah. ‘% Verily! Allah will not change the good
condition of a people as long as they do not change their
state of goodness themselves... %» (Ar-Ra*d: 11)"

(To What Do We Invite Humanity?)

It is essential for those who work towards this goal, to know
the principles comprehensively and to protect themselves
against differences and personal opinions which contradict the
approach. This also secures immunity against collapse,
bewilderment, doubt, and being deceived by any new proposition.



This usually happens when there is no correct balance with
which the caller for the revival measures the other calls around
him. Here, Imam al-Banna added a very important question
where he said that failure definitely comes when there is no
knowledge about the project. That is why we believe it is a
necessity, and not a subsidiary matter, that we make great effort
to clarify the picture of the project for those who seek the
revival. Thus, we have presented this work to contribute to
outlining the picture of the project as proposed by Imam
al-Banna through his tracts and writings. We do not claim that
our contribution is perfect, but we hope that it will be a positive
asset that may assist people to understand its magnitude.

For the same reason, Imam al-Banna referred to the necessity
of continuous and extensive revision and formulating the picture
of the project. He said in Al-Tkhwan's Fifth Conference,

"My Brothers! It is my wish that we should continue to
work silently, without praising ourselves, so that the fruits
of the work will introduce the Muslim Brothers
(Al-Ikhwan) and their activities by themselves. My wish is
that we should proceed peacefully and consistently. My
Brothers, it is also my wish that we should continue our
activities following on from the last ten years to the next
stage of this struggle without there being any apparent
difference in our work. But your intense enthusiasm and
activity compelled you, and we have been honored by you
in this huge gathering. I am grateful to you for this.

We should make full use of this valuable opportunity to
examine our program, check and ratify our plan of work,
and assign objectives and resources, then there will not






